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cultivated eucalypts, logether with other shrubs; these added rouch interest’
to the display, - : :

WildAowers sent from Perth included Aingosanthos manglesi, Leschonaultia
biloba, Conaspermaan, Verticardia and Grevillea species | as usual, they were
a mest popular feature, !

The annual Halls Gap exhibition has undoubted educational value, if only
to afford peaple an opportunity of admiring and learning the names of native
flowers which they wouldl never otherwise see, Critictsm is often levelled at
the picking of Jowers for this purpose, but 1 would like to defend this show
on the fellowing grounds:

Permits are issued by the Forests Commission for all exhibits obtained
on Crown Lands. )

Some af the flowers atre collected fram private property,

Most Aowers are collected far away from tourist tracks and roads,
‘Those authorized to collect are respansible people in Hall's Gap who
fully appreciste what, their wildflowers mean 1o the district.
Judicions picking of flowers can prove beneficiaE to the plant by scting
a5 3 prunng.

Mr, B Mair, Farester at Hail's Gap, has beet most cosoperative, advising
nat ouly the location of many species but where the best flowers may be
ubtaived at a parbicuiar time,

When the progposed new building at Hall's Gap increases Ihe facilities far
staging, it is <afe to predict that this annual exhibition of wildfAowers will
rank among the very best in the Commenwealth.
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LABILLARDIERE'S PLANT NAMIES
By Tuomas 5. Hanr

Lahillardiere the @istinguished botanist of the expedition under IV Eantrecas-
teaux, in search of Fa Perouee, wrote an, account of the voyage, published
in 1799, and a hotanical werk in Latin, Novae Hollandiae Plahiarisn Speci-
men (1804-6). Both are available at the Melbourne Public Library, the
“Yoyage" i the English edition of 1802 as well as the original French,

In the Tatin work he regularly cxplains new generie names and gives
reasone far them, the Greek roote used for most oi the names being inter-
preted by Latin equivalents, but many of the words in both languages are
nuite- familiar to vs,

Far the smaller sumber of names wiven originally in the “Voyage'” we
find his meamng in the cantexl, more or less explicitly stated i narrative
form. As a few were rather puzzling, a study of his method of jorming
rpames was undertaken with some  results af codsiderable imterest.

I It appears at ance that s pames are mostly smooth-running words of
flicee or four or aceasionally five syliables quite usable 25 vernaculars i
ngeded, even the longer onet presenfing ne difficulty in pronunciztion.

2. Most of the names are formetd from Greek waords, usually of two such
words cambined,

The characters vf the plant ont which the names are hased are well-
chosen [eatures. A vame, of eolrse, is not a deseription, but 3 feminder of
sorme leading paint. '

4, The Greek roots ate al=a well-chosen with attention to some fine dis-
tinctions of meaning,

5. Euphony is treated a5 imporwant | henge rhe ordinary usages in forming
conipoind words are often not adhered to. Letters may be omitted, softened
ar even added to get a neat name. :

G. Ay a Frenchman he has less vse for same groups of letters which we
use; M is nat different ‘from t, and s¢; and especially sir, are much less

frequent in-Freach than in English. * -
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The well-known Cnlvtrrr illustrates s rm:thm:l—(,'ai_\t.:'1 ar cip, used in
its hotanical sense, and frich or thrir, 2 single hair or bristle vxplained as
Latin st He could nat have well chosen a more suitable feature than this
bristle or single hair on the end of the calyx lobes. The word colyx really
has 2 sccond & sound in the = and Iriy 35 not exactly cither Greek farm of
the word, bt a short and euphanious form is attained. Calye-a-dhyix, used
by Mueller and carlier, 15 what would be called mare correct by usnal
methads, Gt it 15 worth noting thar Mueeller sedl calls it By Labillarchére's
ranie,

But ramé m GComespermp is hair col]edwe!y hair of the headd, referring
to the hairs on the seed, and yet another is used in Atherosperma, ather
the brard of barley, or batbs of a a spear, referting to the plunsose awnt of
the Truitlets, He knows, of caurse, that these matured carpels are reafly
fﬂll”'('ts but he acknawledge; = popular wiage Ny inserting 'seqds if they
wish",

.{lhcrorpcr»w, our Sassafras, 15 correck m forn by psuxl fules, but the
name s easy and we need Aot grudge the fine plant a rather more striking
name than wsual.

Lepidosprrma, a8 it stands. is also {armally correct, but be derives it fram
the adjective feprdativg, vath scales. and dreps the & Incidentally, this 1s
the mosl <haracieristic Ausiralian group of sedges, limited 1o Avsiralis and
n few i the islands snd south Chiva, The other large sedge genera are of
wide distribution,

Of the earlier names n the "Voyage' some are easy enough (rom the
oaniext,

A fine plant of @ new genus yvery distinet dram all that haye been so
far described. It 3s an lndg with two stamens. 1 have given it because of
this singularity (he name of Diplarrena, The afinity with the genus Moraea
caused me ta give it the name Diplarrbena smoraes™ (our Butterfly Flag).

Again, "I coon found an evergreen tree of which the nut (amande) is after
the manner of the rashew nut situated on a fleshy stalk much larger than
itself. 1 have gaven for this reason to this new genus the mame af Exocarpus”.
Ezo oulside, cnrpos fruit, This is the Wild Cherry or Cherry Ballart. Theee
is no mystery ahout the natwre of the frut and fleshy stallr,

Ansgozanthus for the Kungaroo Paw is rather more dificolt. The unegual
Tohes at the end of the tubular perianth are nientioned, Bentham, wha rarely
explaing names in the Flora Awstraliensis, says definitely anisos unegual
;.Itcred for Fuphony—no doubt ta aveid the repeated x

We miay note that Labiflardiére ireats (hese older names as admualcly
explzined as he does not offer any further explanation in the "speciemen™.

We tlien come to Chorizema. which was actually the name which staried
the search, A derivation irom ckams a dance is piven as & conjecture in
Curtis' Boumcal Magazine 1807, gemio punishment being sugeested for {he
latter part—"as we suppose fmm the inconvenience its spinous leaves miust
octasion to the nzked footed datcers of that countty. The plant was 3
prickly-leaved species of 1his genus Thls represents dictionary work with
the attendant dangers of the methind and without duc reference to the narra-
tive. The (ireck has distinet letters for the short o and the long 2, and the
lang & is at the end of the alphzbet well separated from the nther and Hable

ic m‘crlmkcd-

Thc derivation ftom choros—a dance is given also by Don [832 but the
latter part of the name allered W sermu—a drmle On the previcws day alter
some search they had found psable water in small pmount, of no wse for
the ship's shartage, but zmple far their evenutg meal. Next day. they found
many plants mcludmg chomzeme, 2 pea with separate stamens. The narravve
eleatly fite chdrizo—I scparato—mld wema—filament of the stamen, the #
elected for enphany and shortening' the name. This treatment aof lhc A
is fully supported by Labillardiére's Campyncma, cxphcnly given in the
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Hepecimen™ {rom Campylog—curved, and pep—£lament of the stamen, the !
" belog dropped out. But choricome also agrees with Labillardiere's wse of
well-chosen features. The FPodalyria section of the Pea Family has this
feature al free filaments. FPodalyria itself, and a very few other genera, ase
South African, there are a few in America but only one specics of this sed-
tion in Europe. Three-quarters of this section are Australian including several
important genera and this plant was the first of this group found by Labil-
lardiere. With mest local cbservers following Bemtbham and Mueller the
group 15 very well knawe,

Mueray's Dictionary gives Chorizema pronounced with the o long and
derived from Choriza. The difference in pranunciation at once sorts out
the wards related to Chores: The corvect derivation 1s nod 4 fresh discavery.

Ae Mr. Robinson of Dutson remarked in a former discussion, "It i= a
good plant and & gond name," &nd it §s none the worse for knowing the
authar’s ahility in making good names.

NATURALISTS" NOTEBOOK

[Reserved for your notes, observations ond queries)

COOTS IN GIPFSLAND LAKES

During 1952 two major Hoods—in June and December—occlrred m the
river-system which finows into the Gippsland Takes. As 8 result, the waters
of the lakes remained i a comparatively fresh condition over a period af
from 8 1o 9 manths, This has been followed by the reappearance of extemive
weed-beds i parts of the lakes where marine growth has been absemt for
many yeare yast. This cbange has, in turn, brought to the lakes area coums
Tess numbers of Coots (Fulica atya), which obviously are finding in the weed-
beds an abundance of food. Many Crested Grebes (Podiceps crisiatus) have
also, at times, beel) observed. Although Coots have always heen more or Icis
plentifn) in the lagoons and morasses adiacent to the tivers, 1 have no pre
viaus record of their oecurrence in such numbers in the open lakes,

These changes should be of particular interest to marine-biologists and
others whe have ben appointed to investigate the effects of increasing salinity
in the waters of the (ippsland Lakes in relation to changes in marine and
margrpal growth, crosion, cte i

—Fgeo, C, W, Bazibw,

CATERPILLAR CULPRITS
|Fram The Countrynwnr, Vol 42, Na. 2, 1950]

Gardeners already have no cause to Jove the large eabbape white hulterfli
which swarm acrosy the continent eacl gpring. It is their caterpillars, o
course, which devopr our green vegetables later in the vear, Now it scems
that poultey keepers, too, have a case against them, The Jatest “Report on
Antintal Health Services” (HMS.0., 1/6) records several outhreaks of a
disease of ducklings which produced a sudden high mortality, and they were
alf among birds that had had access to caterpillar-infested greens, In' every
caste investigated, the caterpillar of the large white butterfly was imvalved, and
its polsorous natpre was confirmed by experimental feeding, Fawls are less
susceptible, bul, when next the cabbages are being éaten hy caterpillary. do

nat risk turning poultry on to them.”
—Submitted by 1, W, Raff.



